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THE VENETIAN TRADITION 

THE VENETIAN TRADITION is the theme of the major fall exhibition opening November 8 
at The Cleveland Museum of Art. Magnificent canvases from many of America's great 
museums^ dealers and private collectors have been loaned. In addition paintings^ 
prints, drawings, sculpture and decorative art from the Museums's own collections 
will be shown. The purpose of the exhibition is to show how the artistic tradition 
established in late fifteenth century Venice has inspired artists throughout the 
Western World for four hundred years. 

Included in the exhibition are seven paintings by Titian and five by Tintoretto. 
Among the many other renowned artists represented are Giorgione, Veronese, Dossi, 
Lotto, Rubens, Poussin, El Greco, Van Dyck, Watteau, Lancret, Courbet, Delacroix, 
Renoir and Cezanne. Mrs. William G. Mather of Cleveland has lent her painting 
"The Lute Player" by Domenico Mancini. 

The show begins with a breathtaking display of masterpieces by fifteenth and 
sixteenth century Venetian artists. In the flourishing, cosmopolitan city of Venice, 
Bellini, Giorgione, Titian, Tintoretto, Veronese and others established this great 
artistic tradition which had three major phases. 

The first, a classic treatment, emphasized the grandeur, the dignity and the poetic 
which were the realm of Giorgione and Titian. The second phase, in contrast, was 
characterized by the dramatic mode of Tintoretto, and the third stressed decoration 
as portrayed by Veronesd. Each phase served as a channel of pictorial expression and 
each - singly or in cortibination - inspired future generations. 

By the late sixteenth century the Venetian Renaissance had already spread beyond the 
borders of Italy, and its style was influencing the painting of Northern Europe. 
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Through this remarkable group of canvases the Museum exhibition illustrates how the 
creative thought of Venice has lived through the centuries^ reinterpreted in every 
period by artists who have turned back to this ageless source^ and expressed Venetian 
ideas in the language of their own time* 

A beautiful catalogue of the exhibition, made possible by a generous grant from Hanna 
Fund, is available at the Museum's Sales Desk. It contains a Foreword by William Me 
Milliken, Director of the Museum, an Introduction by Henry Sayles Francis, Curator 
of Paintings, and sixty full^page illustrations o 


The show will continue through New Year's Dayo 


